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1. Accelerate pathways for ambitious emissions reduction, to protect human health 

a.  Legislate an interim emissions reduction target (ERT) for Victoria of at least 80% by 2035 

b.  Commit to 100% renewable electricity state-wide by 2030 

c.  Develop policies to help Victoria transition off fossil fuel entirely 

d.  Facilitate transition to electric vehicles for public transport, private transport and freight 

  

Explanatory notes Point 1: 

Victoria’s Interim Emissions Reduction Target for 2035 has been announced at 75-80% with a pledge to 

reach 65% renewable electricity for our grid by 2030 and 95% by 2035. This is a positive step but we ask all 

parties to commit to a more ambitious target of 100% renewable electricity by 2030. 

Victoria’s Gas Substitution Roadmap outlines pathways to transition away from fossil fuels entirely. What is 

needed now is robust policy and investment to accelerate this transition. 

Transport remains the second-highest source of Victoria’s emissions. While we support the current 

Transport Sector Emissions Reduction Pledge we would urge all political parties to expedite this with the 

formulation of appropriate policy as soon as possible. 

 

2. Ban new coal, oil and gas projects, to protect global health 

a. Cease exploration and approvals for any new fossil fuel projects 

b. Cease public funding of existing fossil fuel projects 

c. Invest in retraining for existing workers in fossil fuel industries in renewable energy and improve 

renewable energy infrastructure 

  

Explanatory notes Point 2 

Coal, oil and gas are the primary contributors to the climate crisis. The International Energy Agency in May 

2021 clearly state that there can be no new fossil fuel projects if the world is to reach net-zero carbon 

emissions by 2050 and to stand any chance of limiting warming to 1.5°C. Hence Victoria must prioritise 

ending fossil fuel projects whilst future-proofing its economy by transition away from fossil fuels. This 

includes investing in renewable energy infrastructure and retraining the existing workforce. With its 

abundance of solar and wind resources, Australia is well placed to take advantage of a carbon-constrained 

economy. Victoria should join with NSW and ban new offshore oil and gas exploration and mining to 

https://www.danandrews.com.au/news/putting-power-back-in-the-hands-of-victorians
https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/renewable-energy/victorias-gas-substitution-roadmap
https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/renewable-energy/victorias-gas-substitution-roadmap
https://transport.vic.gov.au/our-transport-future/climate-change/transport-sector-emissions-reduction-pledge
https://transport.vic.gov.au/our-transport-future/climate-change/transport-sector-emissions-reduction-pledge
https://transport.vic.gov.au/our-transport-future/climate-change/transport-sector-emissions-reduction-pledge
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/auscon/pages/19608/attachments/original/1635918926/Fossil_Fuel_Pushers_-_FV_03112021.pdf?1635918926
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/auscon/pages/19608/attachments/original/1635918926/Fossil_Fuel_Pushers_-_FV_03112021.pdf?1635918926
https://www.iea.org/reports/net-zero-by-2050
https://www.iea.org/reports/net-zero-by-2050
https://www.iea.org/reports/net-zero-by-2050
https://theconversation.com/3-local-solutions-to-replace-coal-jobs-and-ensure-a-just-transition-for-mining-communities-174883
https://theconversation.com/3-local-solutions-to-replace-coal-jobs-and-ensure-a-just-transition-for-mining-communities-174883
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/offshore-exploration-mining
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/offshore-exploration-mining
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protect the health of our coastal and marine environments as well as to protect health, our land and rapidly 

reduce carbon emissions. 

  

3. Establish a State Sustainable Healthcare Unit and reduce the healthcare sector’s 

carbon footprint 

a. Establish a dedicated Sustainable Healthcare Unit within the Victorian Department of Health to 

drive decarbonisation of the healthcare sector. 

i. Include clinical and academic sustainability experts to support evidence-informed 

policy and implementation 

ii. Follow the excellent examples set by the UK’s NHS Greener Programme and the 

recently formed NSW Health Climate Risk and Net Zero Unit. 

b. Reduce carbon emissions from the healthcare sector by 80% by 2030 and achieve net zero 

emissions by 2040 (Scopes 1, 2 and 3) as outlined in DEA’s healthcare sector report Net Zero 

Carbon Emissions 

c. Commit to new hospitals to be all-electric facilities with no gas infrastructure 

  

Explanatory notes Point 3 

The Australian healthcare sector, due to its significant greenhouse gas emissions is responsible for at least 

7% of Australia’s national carbon footprint. Presently there is no coordinated approach in Australia across 

jurisdictions to address and decrease carbon emissions from the healthcare sector and realise the full 

extent of financial, quality and environmental co-benefits of such actions. Establishing state and national 

Sustainable Healthcare Units is required to ensure (i) standardised and consistent measurement of 

healthcare sector emissions, (ii) the effective mapping and implementation of evidence-based approaches 

to emission reduction and sustainability best practices and (iii) achievement of nation-wide healthcare 

sector economic, quality and environmental outcomes. In addition to working with the public hospital 

sector through a state-based unit, a Victorian Sustainable Healthcare Unit could collaborate with the 

primary healthcare sector, and not-for-profit and private healthcare organisations (including industry). See 

DEA’s Proposal for a national Sustainable Healthcare Unit for further information. 

 

4. Protect Native Forests to protect human health and biodiversity 

a.  Victoria has a National Park deficit relative to its growing population. Declaration of the Great 

Forest National Park to offer permanent protection to the forests of the Central Highlands in 

consultation with the Traditional Owners. This will have major benefits for carbon storage, 

water supply, bushfire risk mitigation, halting the drive to extinction of the ever-increasing list 

of threatened species, and will have a positive impact on human mental and physical health 

and wellbeing 

b.  Faster transition out of native forest logging to conserve what has not been destroyed by the 

Black Summer wildfires. The proposed date of 2030 is far too late. Repeal laws targeting forest 

activists trying to protect biodiversity and high conservation value forests 

https://dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-implications-for-human-health-Exec-Summary-07-19.pdf
https://dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-implications-for-human-health-Exec-Summary-07-19.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/netzero
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/netzero
https://dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/DEA-Net-Zero-report_v11.pdf
https://dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/DEA-Net-Zero-report_v11.pdf
https://dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/DEA-Net-Zero-report_v11.pdf
https://dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/DEA-all-electric-hospital-guide-v7.pdf
https://dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/DEA-all-electric-hospital-guide-v7.pdf
https://www.dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/DEA-SHU-Proposal-v5.pdf
https://www.dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/DEA-SHU-Proposal-v5.pdf
https://www.greatforestnationalpark.com.au/uploads/1/5/5/7/15574924/great_forest_national_park_-_summary_report-a3.pdf
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c.  Grant more power and independence to the Victorian Office of the Conservation Regulator to 

properly regulate and prosecute Timber Harvesting Code breaches which occur at an 

unacceptable rate 

d.  Adequate financial resources committed to funding the above 

  

Explanatory notes Point 4 

Protecting forests is recognised by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) as critical to 

avoiding escalating climate impacts and reversing damage already done. The IPCC states that in the next 

eight years, rapid deep and immediate cuts in emissions are needed to avoid irreversible ecosystem loss 

and tipping points, and the escalation of more frequent weather and climate extremes.[1] The sequestration 

and storage of carbon in forests is critical as emissions reduction alone is now insufficient to avoid these 

impacts.[2]  Forests are carbon dense ecosystems and Victoria’s forests are some of the world’s most carbon 

dense.[3]  Ending native logging in Australia would reduce total greenhouse gas emissions by 24%.[4] Forests 

also serve as vital places for recreation, physical and psychological restoration and spiritual fulfilment. In 

Victoria, there are around 23 million visits to our forests for these purposes each year. The impact of 

pandemic-related lockdowns on Victorians’ mental health and the increased demands on health services 

has highlighted the importance of ready access to Nature for our communities’ wellbeing. 

  

5.  Deliver justice for First Nations peoples to protect health and Country 

a. Recognising that the health of First Nations people is more severely impacted by climate change 

than other groups, ensure that First Nations people are a priority population in all climate and 

environment policies. 

b. Ensure genuine consultation with First Nations peoples in the development of all policies pertinent 

to climate change and environment.  

c. Recognising that First Nations people have inextricable ties to Country and invaluable insight into 

caring for it, support for First Nations leadership in land and sea management. 

  

Explanatory notes Point 5 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have lived sustainably off this land for many years and have 

both invaluable insight into caring for it, and inextricable ties to Country, yet climate change has 

disproportionate effects on our First Nations communities. The impact of climate change and damage to 

Country has far-reaching consequences. Genuine communication and consultation are needed in all areas 

of climate policy. 

  

 For more information contact: admin@dea.org.au 

 
[1]  IPCC Working Group III, Mitigation of Climate Change (2022) 
[2]  IPCC Special Report: Global Warming of ºC (2018) 
[3] Keith H, Mackey BG and Lindenmayer DB. Re-evaluation of forest biomass carbon stocks and lessons from the world’s most 

carbon-dense forests. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 106:11635‒11640 (2009) 
[4] The Australian National University, Green Carbon – The role of natural forests in carbon storage (2008) 

https://dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/DEA-Biodiversity-Policy-11-19.pdf
https://www.ces.vic.gov.au/state-of-reports/state-forests-2018-report
https://www.lowitja.org.au/content/Image/Lowitja_ClimateChangeHealth_1021_D10.pdf
https://www.lowitja.org.au/content/Image/Lowitja_ClimateChangeHealth_1021_D10.pdf
https://www.lowitja.org.au/content/Image/Lowitja_ClimateChangeHealth_1021_D10.pdf
https://emergencyleadersforclimateaction.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/First-Nations-Climate-Justice-panel-Climate-Council.pdf?_ga=2.45965601.482452973.1664486046-398814928.1664486046
https://emergencyleadersforclimateaction.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/First-Nations-Climate-Justice-panel-Climate-Council.pdf?_ga=2.45965601.482452973.1664486046-398814928.1664486046

